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LEARNING SAFELY: ON SCHOOLS REOPENING 
As schools prepare to reopen, the focus has to be on vaccination and safe behaviour 

The Centre’s move to allocate 2 crore coronavirus vaccine doses for universal coverage of all teaching and non-

teaching staff in schools by Teachers’ Day (September 5) adds a measure of confidence that resumption of face-to-face 

classes from September is not fraught with high risk. Several States are preparing to reopen schools, mostly for Class 9 

and higher, next month. Some, including Haryana, Telangana and Gujarat, have announced that they will allow offline 

classes even for younger children. Amidst fears of a third wave of the pandemic, epidemiologists, academicians and 

policymakers have been wrestling with the question of a low-risk trade-off, balancing protection from the virus with 

some bridging of the learning deficit caused by prolonged school closures that are crippling future prospects of millions 

of children. It is encouraging that half of the 97 lakh teachers in the country have already been immunised, by official 

estimates, making it feasible to reach the rest by September 5. The risk of infection to children in schools remains, 

however, and must be addressed with utmost seriousness, particularly with fast-transmitting virus variants present in all 

States. This calls for a coherent response that incorporates the best learnings from epidemiology and decentralises 

decision-making to the districts based on local circumstances. It is, of course, a step forward that a vaccine, the three-

dose ZyCoV-D, has been approved for the 12-18 age group, but this is to be administered only from October. The 

reversion to physical classes will, therefore, have to be carefully calibrated. 

Vaccination of children over 12 years of age has been allowed in some countries, but the pandemic’s course has 

remained unpredictable. In Israel, one of the most vaccinated countries with an estimated 78% coverage of the over-12 

population, the Delta variant swiftly caused a spike in infections as distancing norms, the mask mandate and travel bans 

were eliminated. In one instance, an entire class of students was infected by one unvaccinated child who had been on 

vacation. This cautionary tale serves to emphasise the importance of priority vaccination of children, starting with those 

who may have other health conditions, maintaining safety protocols, and adopting low-cost non-pharmaceutical 

interventions such as good classroom ventilation and open-air instruction wherever feasible. Credentialed studies in the 

U.S. indicate that these are effective measures, along with vaccination. It is vitally important for the Centre to share 

information on the school reopening experience with all States and issue alerts in real time to enable decision-making. 

An empirical approach will also enable organisations such as the National Institute of Disaster Management collate 

useful insights. Parents must be convinced by transparent official measures that the health and education prospects of 

their children are in safe hands. 

 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 

 move (noun) – measure, step, action. 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 

 universal (adjective) – relating to all people, 

applicable to all; comprehensive, all-inclusive, all-

round, across the board. 

 measure (noun) – amount, degree, quantity, level. 

 resumption (noun) – reopening, restarting, 

recommencement.  

 face-to-face (adjective) – in-person.  

 fraught with (adjective) – full of, filled with, rife 

with, loaded with; accompanied by. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 epidemiologist (noun) – an expert in the study of 

how disease spreads and can be controlled. 

 academician (noun) – an educator who works at a 

college or university; faculty member, academic, 

intellectual, scholar, researcher. 

 wrestle (verb) – grapple, fight, struggle, contend. 

 trade-off (noun) – a situation in which you must 

choose between (balance) two things that are 

opposite or cannot be had at the same time; a 

compromise. 

 bridge (verb) – join, link, connect, unite. 

 deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage. 

 prolonged (adjective) – lengthy, extended, 

protracted, unending, unrelenting. 

 cripple (verb) – impair, hamper, impede, spoil, 

bring to a standstill, paralyse, weaken.  

 prospects (noun) – chances, opportunities (for 

success). 

 encouraging (adjective) – promising, hopeful; 

heartening, reassuring. 

 feasible (adjective) – practicable, viable, realistic. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 utmost (adjective) – greatest, maximum, most 

extreme (seriousness/effort). 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 

ask/necessitate, demand. 

 coherent (adjective) – united, consolidated, joined, 

combined; logical, reasonable, rational. 
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 epidemiology (noun) – the study of the distribution 

and determinants of health-related states or events 

(including disease), and the application of this study 

to the control of diseases and other health 

problems (Courtesy: WHO). 

 decentralise (verb) – transfer of the power/control 

(of a department/organisation/government) from a 

single place to other locations. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition. 

 step forward (noun) – improvement, development, 

advancement, progress. 

 ZycoV-D Vaccine (noun) – a three-dose “plasmid 

DNA” candidate vaccine being developed by 

Ahmedabad-based Zydus Cadila. It is a vaccine that 

uses a genetically engineered, non-replicating 

version of a type of DNA molecule known as a 

‘plasmid’. If approved by the regulator, ZyCov-D will 

be the world’s first DNA vaccine against infection 

with SARS-CoV-2. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, apply (a 

drug/vaccine). 

 reversion (noun) – a return (to a previous 

state/condition). 

 calibrate (verb) – assess, regulate carefully. 

 delta variant/B.1.617.2 (noun) – a variant of the 

coronavirus, first identified in India, is renamed as 

the ‘Delta variant’ by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) and this variant is reclassified 

as Variant of Concern (VOC). The B.1.617.1 strain 

has been reclassified to a Variant of Interest (VOI) 

and labelled variant “Kappa”. 

 swiftly (adverb) – rapidly, quickly, fast, speedily.  

 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct, guideline. 

 mandate (noun) – instruction, direction, order, 

requirement. 

 cautionary (adjective) – menacing, intimidating, 

bullying, frightening, terrifying, scary, fearsome, 

alarming. 

 tale (noun) – narrative, report, account. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 

on, underscore, highlight. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention, rules of 

conduct, procedure. 

 pharmaceutical (adjective) – relating to aspects like 

preparation, dispensing, and effective utilization of 

medicinal drugs. 

 intervention (noun) – (In medicine) it is a 

treatment, procedure, or other action taken to 

prevent or treat disease, or improve health in other 

ways. 

 ventilation (noun) – the supplying of fresh air to a 

room. 

 credentialed (adjective) – relating to 

something/someone given credentials. 

 along with (phrase) – together with, accompanying. 

 enable (verb) – allow, give the means to; prepare, 

facilitate. 

 empirical (adjective) – factual, actual, practical, 

pragmatic. 

 National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) 

(noun) – The National Institute of Disaster 

Management (NIDM) is a premier national 

organization working for human resource 

development at national and regional level in the 

area of disaster mitigation and management. The 

NIDM came into existence since October 16, 2003 

by a Government of India order upgrading the 

National Centre for Disaster Management (NCDM). 

Under the Disaster Management Act 2005, NIDM 

has been assigned nodal responsibilities for human 

resource development, capacity building, training, 

research, documentation and policy advocacy in 

the field of disaster management. 

 collate (adjective) – collect, gather, combine. 

 insight (noun) – understanding, awareness, 

discernment, comprehension, experience of. 

 transparent (adjective) – open/candid, forthright, 

straightforward, honest. 

 in safe hands (phrase) – protected from danger/ 

harm, free from danger, sheltered, shielded, 

guarded. 

************************************************************************************* 

RISKS AND REWARDS: ON ASSET MONETISATION SCHEME 
The asset monetisation push needs careful calibration to evade future hazards 

Following through on the Budget’s plan to monetise public assets in order to fund fresh capital expenditure on 

infrastructure, the Government has released an exhaustive list of projects and facilities to be offered to private investors 

over the next four years. What distinguishes it from the new public sector disinvestment policy is that a change of 

ownership is not envisaged. The Government estimates these assets — airports, coal mines, highway stretches, even 

urban tracts, stadia and hotels — to fetch around ₹5.96-lakh crore through structured leasing and securitisation 

transactions. This, in turn, could help fund the National Infrastructure Pipeline with new projects worth ₹100-lakh crore, 
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although the Government has said fiscal constraints are not the trigger for this plan. As Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman has emphasised, these assets or the land therein will not be sold but private players will be asked to pay for 

operation and management rights and expected to modernise assets that are either languishing or are simply under-

utilised. An infrastructure investment trust (InvIT) structure has already been used this year by the PowerGrid 

Corporation to raise funds against its transmission lines network and could be used for highways, gas pipelines and 

railway tracks, including the Dedicated Freight Corridor. For ports, mining, railway stations, concession agreements 

laying out the contours for a PPP are proposed. 

About ₹88,000 crore is expected from the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) in this year itself, in addition to the 

₹1.75-lakh crore already estimated in the Budget from the sale of public firms such as Air India and BPCL. While this 

Government is yet to complete a single PSU sale, the risks of adverse audit paras about valuations and processes hang 

over monetisation deals too. However, post-transaction troubles in outright sales can be of a limited nature. With 

proposed concession periods running up to 60 years for some assets, NMP deals, by contrast, could pose a long-term 

headache if they are not structured with end-user interests in mind, balancing the profit and utility motives. The sharing 

of risk and rewards between the public and private partners needs to be weighed carefully for each sector. Checks and 

balances are needed for actual infrastructure usage versus projections at the time of bidding. If the Government had 

implemented its 2014 Budget promise to set up an apex body to devise new PPP models, learning from past mistakes, 

India’s institutional capacity for the NMP would have been more mature by now. Just like disinvestment deals during a 

downturn could crowd out new investments and risk the tag of ‘fire sales’, revenue projections for PPP assets could be 

deflated now leading to lower bids followed by super-normal gains for the operator in the future. Getting the nitty-gritty 

right is critical for this grand plan. 

 

 monetisation (noun) – In general, it is the process 

of converting something (e.g. an asset) into money. 

 push (noun) – drive, motivation, initiative. 

 calibration (noun) – evaluation, assessment, 

appraisal. 

 evade (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude. 

 hazard (noun) – danger, threat, risk. 

 follow through (phrasal verb) – continue with, 

carry/keep on with, keep going with, stay with; 

bring to completion/end, complete. 

 monetise (verb) – earn money, generate revenue. 

 in order to (phrase) – with the purpose/aim of. 

 capital spending/capital expenditure (CAPEX) 

(noun) – the money spent on the acquisition of 

assets like land, buildings, machinery, equipment, 

as well as investment in shares. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to function 

properly).   

 exhaustive (adjective) – comprehensive, all-

inclusive, complete. 

 facility (noun) – space, site, premises; amenity, 

resource. 

 distinguish (verb) – differentiate, separate, set 

apart, make different. 

 disinvestment (noun) – the process by which the 

Union government either sells its stakes in a PSU–
fully or partially–or lists it on the stock market. 

 envisage (verb) – expect, intend, propose, envision, 

contemplate. 

 mine (noun) – excavation, quarry, diggings. 

 tract (noun – area, region, stretch, extent, belt, 

swathe. 

 stadia (plural noun) – stadiums. 

 fetch (verb) – get, bring in.   

 lease (noun) – contract, rental agreement. 

 securitisation (noun) – preservation, protection. 

 National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) (noun) – a 

group of social and economic infrastructure 

projects in India over a period of five years with an 

initial sanctioned amount of ₹102 lakh crore. The 
pipeline was first made public by the Prime 

Minister of India during his 2019 Independence Day 

speech. 

 fiscal (adjective) – financial. 

 constraint (noun) – restriction, limitation, restraint. 

 fiscal constraint (noun) – a program of projects that 

does not exceed reasonably expected revenues in 

any given fiscal year. 

 trigger (noun) – cause, reason; an event that causes 

a particular action/process. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 

on, underscore, highlight. 

 therein (adverb) – in that place. 

 languishing (adjective) – be unsuccessful. 

 under-utilized (adjective) – underused. 

 infrastructure investment trust (InvIT) (noun) – 

InvITs are collective investment vehicles similar to a 

mutual fund, which enables direct investment of 

money from individual and institutional investors in 

infrastructure projects to earn a small portion of 

the income as return. 
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 PowerGrid Corporation (noun) – Power Grid 

Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), is an 

Indian state-owned electric utility company 

headquartered in Gurugram, India. POWERGRID 

transmits about 50% of the total power generated 

in India on its transmission network. 

 Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) (noun) – This 

project involves the construction of six freight 

corridors traversing the entire country. The purpose 

of the project is to provide a safe and efficient 

freight transportation system. The Dedicated 

Freight Corridor Corporation of India Limited 

(DFCCIL) is under the ownership of Indian Railways, 

with the responsibility to undertake planning, 

development, and mobilisation of financial 

resources and construction, maintenance and 

operation of the “Dedicated Freight Corridors” 

(DFC).  

 concession agreement (noun) – a contract that 

gives a company the right to operate a specific 

business within a government’s jurisdiction or on 

another firm’s property, subject to particular terms. 

 lay out (phrasal verb) – outline, frame, draft, draw 

up, formulate. 

 contour (noun) – outline, shape, form. 

 Public-private partnership (PPP) model (noun) – a 

cooperative arrangement between two or more 

public and private sectors, typically of a long-term 

nature. In other words, it involves government 

sector and private sector company that work 

together to complete a project and/or to provide 

services to the population. 

 National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) (noun) – 

Creation of National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) is 

Government of India’s pioneering initiative to 

establish a medium-term pipeline along with a 

roadmap for “monetisationready” assets. 

Developed in the backdrop of the unprecedented 

Covid-induced economic and fiscal shocks, NMP 

lists out assets and asset classes, under various 

infrastructure ministries, which will be monetised 

over a period of time. The government’s ambitious 

National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) scheme that 

aims to monetise assets worth Rs 6 lakh crore 

between 2021-22 and 2024-25 will likely benefit 

economy and infra-centric sectors. Assets from 

various sectors, including railways, roads, aviation, 

telecom and power transmission, will be monetised 

in this four-year leasing programme and funds 

invested in new infrastructure projects. 

 adverse (adjective) – detrimental, unhealthy; 

unfavourable, disadvantageous, bad. 

 audit para (noun) – audit report (an official opinion 

issued by an external or internal auditor as to the 

quality and accuracy of the financial statements 

prepared by a company).  

 hang over (phrasal verb) – be imminent, threaten, 

approach, be close, be impending. 

 outright (adjective) – complete, total, full, 

thorough.   

 concession period (noun) – the duration of the 

public-private partnerships (PPP) contract. 

 by contrast (phrase) – conversely, on the other 

hand; compared to, compared with. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause (a 

problem or danger or risk). 

 headache (noun) – trouble, problem, issue. 

 end-user (noun) – purchaser, customer, shopper. 

 interest (noun) – concern, stake, claim, 

participation, involvement. 

 utility (adjective) – practical, functional, sensible, 

effective, pragmatic, realistic. 

 weigh (verb) – consider, think about, contemplate, 

deliberate about, reflect on. 

 checks and balances (plural noun) – a system in 

which all departments of a government 

organization have right to amend/limit the powers 

of the other departments in order to avoid 

dominance of one department. 

 projection (noun) – estimate, forecast, prediction, 

calculation, prognosis. 

 institutional capacity (noun) – the capability of an 

institution to set and achieve social and economic 

goals, through knowledge, skills, systems, and 

institutions. 

 downturn (noun) – economic decline, recession, 

depression, slump, slowdown. 

 crowd out (phrasal verb) – oust, overthrow, 

remove, topple. 

 tag (noun) – characterization, identification, 

designation, label. 

 deflate (verb) – reduce, slow down, lessen price 

levels in (an economy). 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on/about. 

 bid (noun) – offer, tender, proposal. 

 super-normal (adjective) – magic, magical, mystical, 

miraculous, superhuman. 

 the nitty-gritty (noun) – basics, essentials, main 

point. 
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